
 

Journal of Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Research (JIMR) 
E-ISSN:1936-6264| Impact Factor: 6.886| 
Vol. 16 Issue 8, August- 2021 
Available online at: https://www.jimrjournal.com/ 

 (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 
 

 

 
Journal of Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Research 

      Email:- researchjimr@gmail.com, https://www.jimrjournal.com/ 
  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 

57 

IMPORTANCE OF PHOTOEMISSION IN THE FIELD OF NANOSTRUCTURE 

SEMICONDUCTOR- A STUDY 

Dr. Chitralekha Alur, Department of Physics 

Sharanabasaveshwar College of Science Kalaburagi Karnataka India 

 

Abstract 

Photoemission is widely used in the study of the energy structure of substances; in chemical 

analysis, for example, in photoelectron spectroscopy; in measuring equipment; in sound motion-

picture reproducing equipment; in automation devices, such as phototubes and multiplier 

phototubes; in television camera tubes, for example, the image iconoscope and image orthicon; 

in infrared equipment, such as image converters; and in other devices designed to detect X-ray, 

ultraviolet, visible, or near-infrared radiation. 

This article also lists our most recent work on UV photodetectors, including both semiconductor 

films (SnO2 nanowires, wires -Ga2O3 and its thermal stability, photodetectors based on InGaN 

blind visible and thermal stability, and UV deep diamond photoelectric detectors) and 1D 

nanostructures. It should go without saying that due to space restrictions, this study is unable to 

include all of the noteworthy works reported in this field. 

1. OVERVIEW 

Comparing semiconductor nanoparticles to their traditional mass counterparts and molecule 

counterparts reveals that they possess intriguing physical, chemical, and practical characteristics. 

The close-spectrum spectra and emission bands with intense continuous absorption, excellent 

chemical stability and photobleaching, processing capability, and surface operation are these 

materials' most intriguing characteristics.In order to produce photocatalytic H2, nanocomposites 

have been extensively studied. H2 has been produced using compound layers and semiconductor 

interleaving nanoparticles like H2Ti4O9, H4Nb6O17, K2Ti3.9Nb0.1O9, HNbWO6, HTaWO6, 
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HTiNbO5, and HTiTaO5 (Uchida et al. 1997[1], Shangguan et al. The development of 

nanoparticles is slowed by intercalation. 

Both environmental treatment (cleaning of emissions and water purification) and renewable 

energies are anticipated to benefit greatly from photocatalysis. In several fields, including 

household heating, stationary power generation, and ecologically friendly transportation, 

hydrogen (H2) is widely regarded as the future carrier of clean energy. 

The phenomenon of emission of electrons from the metal surface when optical radiation of 

sufficient energy is incident on it is called photon-assisted emission or in short photoemission 

which can be explained by Einstein‟s relation of quantum theory. This process of emission 

follows three sequential steps:  

(i) Electrons absorb the optical radiation,  

(ii) they arrive at the metal (or semiconductor)-vacuum interface and,  

(iii) finally, they become free overcoming the barrier which is equal to the work-function of 

the metal. The case of degenerate semiconductor is similar to that with metal whereas for 

non-degenerate semiconductor, the barrier is equal to the electron affinity. 

Bequerel published the first photoelectrochemical experiment in 1839 after observing a 

photovoltaic effect on an illuminated silver chloride electrode. It wasn't until 1954 that the whole 

significance of this phenomena became clear, when Brattain and Garrett demonstrated how 

altering the germanium's semiconductor characteristics as well as the excitation light can affect 

the electrochemical reactions that occur at the Ge electrodes. Between 1954 and 1970, various 

different semiconductor electrodes were quickly studied after this initial study. Through these 

investigations, the first models for the characteristics of charge distribution, charge transfer 

kinetics, and charge transfer energy across the liquid-semiconductor interface were developed. 

Prior to 1970, all of these investigations on semiconductor electrochemistry were completely 

fundamental. 

The three successive processes that lead to photoemission are as follows: the absorption of a 

photon, which causes the appearance of an electron with energy that is higher than the mean 

electron energy; the movement of the high-energy electron towards the surface, during which 

some of the energy may be lost; and the escape of the electron across an interface into another 
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medium. A quantitative property of photoemission is the photoelectric yield Y, which is the 

quantity of electrons expelled for each photon incident on the surface of the material. The 

characteristics of the solid, the condition of the solid's surface, and the photon energy all affect 

the value of Y. 

One-dimensional (1D) or nearly one-dimensional nanostructures have received a lot of attention 

recently and have been created as potential options for high-performance UV photodetectors. 

Due to their small size, nanostructures can exhibit novel and dramatically altered physical, 

chemical, and biological properties that are distinct from those of materials that are micrometre 

scale in size. Nanostructured materials have a high surface-to-volume ratio and are very small, 

which makes them extremely photoconductive. 

 

2. PHOTOEMISSION 

Albert Einstein won the Nobel Prize in 1929 for his research on external photoemission, 

commonly known as the photoelectric effect, which was originally observed and recorded by 

Hertz in 1887. (Einstein, 1905) External photoemission is a term used to describe the 

phenomenon. The classic photoelectric effect can be categorised as external photoemission since 

photons are absorbed and vectors are energised or emitted from the substance. 

There is an energy threshold in this process that must be reached in order to eject the carriers. 

Carriers will have more energy when incident light energy increases. Vectors leave the initial 

state once the photons are absorbed, cross an energy barrier, and then stay in the material. It is 

therefore a type of internal photoemission. The energy needed for the vectors to depart from their 

initial state has typically been referred to as a work function. 

2.1 Principle of Photoemission Spectroscopy  

A well-known method for determining a solid's electrical structure using the external 

photoelectric effect is photoemission spectroscopy (PES). The PES technique can be loosely 

divided into two categories based on the photon energies utilised for PES measurements: X-ray 

PES (XPS) and ultraviolet PES (UPS). The distinction between XPS and UPS has recently 

become murky due to the emergence of a very brilliant photon source in synchrotron radiation, 

therefore they are now distinguished by the energy region of interest, such as the central level or 
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the band of valence. Integrated angular mode and angular resolution are the two subcategories 

under which the PSA technology is categorised. The first one receives the state densities, while 

the second one receives the band dispersion. In order to quantify PES, photons use the external 

photoelectric effect to activate electrons on the crystal's surface. It is possible to ascertain the 

density of the states to a binding energy of fixed electrons in the material by adjusting the energy 

of the input photons and watching the velocity (kinetic energy) of the excited photoelectrons. 

Figure 1 depicts the PSA technique's basic idea. In order to excite the electron, it must first 

absorb a photon, which satisfies the energy conservation principle. With regards to the 

photoelectric kinetic energy seen Ek, 

B kE hv E   
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where EB is the binding energy of an electron, hν is the energy of the electron incident photon 

and υ is the function of work. Since hν and υ are already known values, we can determine EB 

when Ek is experimentally identified. The PES technique is intrinsically sensitive to the surface. 

2.2 Multidimensional coherent spectroscopy of semiconductor nanostructures 

The Fourier transformation methods of MDCS were initially realized at radiofrequencies for 

attractive atomic reverb torsion spectroscopy. In the last two decades, much work has been 

devoted to implementing these ideas in optical administration. In the infrared, MDCS offers a 

point-by-point perspective of vibron25ic intelligibility that clarifies the structure and flow of 

particles. In clear optical frequencies, MDCS has become a highly valuable device for testing 

electronic advances, with important objectives in distinguishing seemingly perpetual knowledge 

in light photosynthetic buildings, electronic-vibrational coupling foci opening nitrogen 

resonances added in atomic vapors and electronic structure in colloidal nanocrystals. The MDCS 

confinement purposes started late and spread to the supernatural zone to study changes in 

internal valence in composite particles. Moody, et. Alabama. (2013)[4] in this article, delayed 

evidence developments reviewed in the use of MDCS to take into account the excitonic 

progression, communications and transport in semiconductor nanostructures. 

2.3 2DCS in the Rephasing and Non-Rephasing Pulse Sequences 

The conjugate impulse entry time decides the quantum paths opened in the MDCS tests. For a 

group of pulses in phase in which the conjugate vibration is in the case, in any case, they can be 

isolated homogeneous commitments and non-homogeneous forms of optical lines, as illustrated 

below. In a non-homogeneously extended structure, each producer in the meeting will hesitate in 

his recurrence of a reverberation after collaboration with the main impulse. the non-

homogeneous movement of the frequencies σ reverberation causes a dangerous obstruction of 

lucidity of the parent application of each producer and without visible recognition both the 

polarization; for every situation, after a time τ1, the cooperation with the impulses and the 

intelligibility of the third arrangement oscillate with opposite phase in the middle τ3, producing 

precious impedance and reorganization of the single oscillators and download a 'photon 

resonator' at a time τ3 = τ1 . 
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3 OPTICAL PROPERTIES OF SEMICONDUCTORS 

The semiconductors are completely delegated and have a direct or aberrant forbidden band in 

their dispersion of life force. Coordinate whole ingest semiconductor and efficiently transmit 

light from the bottom of the conduction band and the valence band lies at extreme extremes in a 

comparable T-point and k-space energy gem. The semiconductor recognized through hole test is 

gallium arsenide coherent spectroscopy (GaAs) and their mixtures, containing bunches III and V 

of the periodic table.  

4. INTERNAL PHOTOEMISSION AND EFFICIENCY 

Fowler developed the basic theory of emission induced by electron photons from metals in the 

early twentieth century. Although improvements have been made, the basic Fowler equation has 

proved to be in agreement with experimental data for the execution of internal photoemission 26 

in terms of magnitude and spectral behavior 
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 is the diminished Planck steady, x is the episode light frequency, however is the 

episode (in units of vitality), and EF is the Fermi vitality of the producer, with the estimation of 

EF portraying the curve of the conduction band in force space. However the outcomes ought not 

to differentiate fundamentally for the 3-dimensional case.) The Fowler yield relies upon a semi-

classical model of hot electrons radiated over an enthusiastic hindrance, with the basic 

supposition that the motor vitality ordinary to the boundary must be more prominent than the 

obstruction tallness. For a round Fermi surface, this thought offers to ascend to a restricted 

escape cone for hot electrons.  

Skin plasmons Free electron oscillations that are connected to an incident electromagnetic field 

produce coherent oscillations that can concentrate energy and drive nanoscale plasmons. In 

addition to producing high-energy electrons through non-radiative decay, surface plasmonic 

nanoscale confinement can also inject electrons into nearby materials to aid in photovoltaic 

applications, photocatalysis, photodetection images, nanoscale phase transitions caused by light, 

and doping of other materials.  
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The shape of the nanostructure used has a significant impact on how effective this injection 

procedure is. Semiconductor materials are frequently employed to absorb solar photons and pairs 

of electron generating holes during the collection of solar energy, resulting in current flow or 

enhancing the catalytic activity of chemical reactions. The photon energy must be greater than 

the semiconductor band break energy in order to produce pairs of electron holes within a 

semiconductor, which severely restricts the process's efficiency.  

Even photons with lower bandgap energy can produce energetic electrons inside a metal 

nanostructure when it is in contact with a semiconductor. These energetic electrons can then 

cross the semiconductor metal Schottky barrier and enter the semiconductor's conduction band. 

Electrons can readily skip electronic excitations and go straight into the semiconductor because 

this energy barrier is often much lower than the bandwidth of the related semiconductor.  

In addition, the flexibility to adjust the frequency of operation of such hybrid structures, and 

consequently the potential collection of photons in the sun spectrum, is provided by the ability to 

control the plasmon resonance of the nanoparticles by modifying their composition, shape, or 

size. In addition to photovoltaic applications, such electrons and holes can participate in 

chemical reactions in the surface of the metal or semiconductor. 

 

 

5. HIGH-TEMPERATURE STABLE PHOTODETECTORS 

In some circumstances, flame detection for a hot engine requires detectors with high heat-stable 

thermostability due to the UV signal's context in sunlight. SiC and SiC-based detectors, III-

Nitride, solar-reflecting diamonds, and other knowledgeable UV photodetectors that can endure 

high temperatures include solar-reflecting diamonds. On the other hand, because of their strong 

surface states and high surface-to-volume ratio, 1D nanostructures are temperature-sensitive. 

There haven't been any reports of 1D nanostructured photodetectors working at high 

temperatures up to this point. The photodetectors with cutting-edge technology that can function 

at high temperatures are outlined in this section.  

In example, we discovered that when utilising CaF2 as an insulating layer, the photodetector 

could function at a temperature as high as 523 K in our investigation of visual blind 
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photodetectors based on InGaN. We will also discuss our findings about high temperature and 

high sunlight photodetectors based on -Ga2O3 nanowires, where the volume rather than the 

surface states dominate the photoresponse behaviour. 

6. III-NITRIDE PHOTOCATHODES 

Pankove and Berkeyheiser began researching GaN's photoconductive properties in 1974[5]. The 

first UV-based photoconductor based on GaN was produced by Khan et al. in 1992[6] with the 

advancement of the epitaxy technology for GaN film by chemical deposition of metal-organic 

vapour deposition (MOCVD) in 1990. Since then, other teams have investigated and created 

numerous photodetector structures, including photoconductors, metal-semiconductor-metal 

(MSM), Schottky barriers, metal-insulator-semiconductor (MIS), p-n junctions, and pin 

junctions. 

In a high-quality AlN buffer layer, MSG-based solar photodetectors based on AlGaN were 

described by Feng et al.[7] and operated at high temperatures exceeding 150°C (Xie et 

al.2012[8]). At room temperature, the device displayed an extremely low dark current in the fA 

range with a 20 V bias and a breakdown voltage over 300 V. With a rejection ratio of UV to 

visible up to four orders of magnitude, the EQE at 275 nm was approximately 64%. 

 

7. HYBRID PHOTODETECTORS 

The hybrid photodetectors are garnering more and more attention in recent years due to their 

ability to independently perform the best spectrum selectivity or get broad or multiple bandwidth 

absorption. Imaging, surveillance, optical communication, remote control, and target 

identification are just a few examples of the many applications that multi-color optical sensing 

with great sensitivity to designed wavelengths can be used in. 

8. CONCLUSION 

A brief review of the behaviour of electrons in nanostructures of semiconductors has been 

discussed to indicate the scope of further investigations in relevant fields. The background 

materials necessary for justifying the importance of the work to be presented in the following 

chapters have also been briefly mentioned with respect of photoemission of nanostructured 

semiconductors.  
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It has been mentioned that the electron states in semiconductor nanostructure depends largely on 

the dimensions as well as geometrical configuration of the structure. These states also change 

with the narrow-gap and wide-gap semiconductor. The application of an electric and magnetic 

field causes a dramatic change in the behaviour of semiconductor nanostructures. Because they 

can be used to explain the physical characteristics of innovative semiconductor structures, 

investigations on electron states are crucial.  

Understanding the band structure and electron states of a semiconductor's conduction band is 

made possible by research on photoemission from a degenerate n-type semiconductor. It would 

seem that physics research into degenerate semiconductors with nanoscopic dimensions is a very 

promising topic of current field study. The next chapters will contain a presentation of the 

candidate's investigations. 

We have given a summary of the advancements in the state-of-the-art for UV photodetectors in 

visible blinds, semiconductor solar blinds with wide bandwidths, and 1D nanostructures, 

including III-nitrides, SiC, diamond, and metal oxides like ZnO, In2O3, Ga2O3, nanowires, or 

nanotubes SnO2. There are also hybrid photo detectors for broadband absorption. Given special 

consideration are the thermally stable photodetectors built on SiC, GaN-based materials, 

diamond materials, and -Ga2O3-dominant nanowires. It goes without saying that this review 

cannot list all the interesting works reported in this field due to space constraints, so we also list 

our recent research on UV photodetectors, both semiconductor films (solar blind photodetectors 

based on AlGaN), photodetectors based on InGaN blind visible and thermal stability, UV deep 

diamond photoelectric detectors), and 1D nanostructures (SnO2 nanowires, wires -Ga2O3 and its 

thermal stability). 
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